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THE  LINCOLN  GARRIAGB  r:!:^  — 


;  '  ■ '         Compiled  by  I5i!RM:bT  WELLS  FaV 

Thi?  display  of  Lincoln's  carriage  at 
Sprin,i;rK--lc!  hns  ai-ouscd  a  lot  of  ir.tertE-t 
and  reflects  no  little  credit  upon  the  Stu- 
dcbai-.er  Brothers  of  South  Bend,  Indiana, 
for  thfir  inLercht  and  cnlhubiasm  in  the 
1/iacoln  ciiir;o. 

The  carviairc  was  built  hy  'W()od  Bro- 
thers and  proflented  to  Prysident  Liiit-oln 
hy  a  fU'oup  of  N«iw  York  citizens.  Hi« 
cnachinan,  Joseph  Christian,  drove  the 
Lincoln  party  to  Ford's  Theatre  the  fatal 
night. 

On  May  11,  1865,  Rol^evt  Lincoln,  for  a 
consideration  of  $1,000,  sold  the  histori- 
cal barouche  to  Dr.  F.  B.  Brewer  at 
Wcstfield,  New  York,  the  home  of  Grace 
Bedell,  famed  in  Lincoln  history. 

In  18D2  it  was  purcha.scd  by  the^  Stu- 
debakcr  Brothers  and  placed  in  their  ex- 
hibit at  the  Columbian  Expos^ition,  and 
in  Uttc  yciirH  huti  been  a  pnrt  of  the  Stu-  ' 
doI)akcr  IVhtHoiini  at  South  Bond.  Indiana.  ' 
A  facsimile  of  the  vtdnclc  h«f>,  attracted  \ 
yearly  attention  in  the  exhibit  at  the  Illi- 
nois State  Fair  at  Sprinti'fiold. 

The  purchase  of  the  Lincoln  carria^;■c 
ia  not  the  only  case  where  the  Studebak- 
era  have  honoiad  Lincoln.  In  1879  Lin- 
coln's mother's  <irave  w;.w  a  disputed  spot 
and  n.d.  even  mt<rked.  Peter  K.  Stude- 
l.aker  wa«  touched  by  this  ncRlcct,  Roup;hL 
Iho  evidence  of  its  locution  from  thoMc 
st'U  livinvr  and  familiar  with  the  affair 
and  then  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Krave 
a  modest  .slab  of  mnrble.  This  was  later 
<Ticl(ine(i  by  an  Iron  1''M\cc. 

At  llic  thti.'  of  ic'bundlntr  of  Mi'. 
l,uu-o)n';i  tomb,  in  1!)00,  two  buue  ldocc«H 
of  (xranite  fron-,  the  llrst  structure  wore 
sent  by  Col.  Culver  to  Lincoln  City  anfl 
fyoui  these  a  six  foot  monument  was 
built.  This  was  placed  outside  of  th: 
iron  fence  in  such  a  position  to  obscure 
the  modest  and  appropriate  marker  do- 
n«te,l  by  Mr.  Rtudohaker.  Had  it  been 
put  i»hout  10  feet  »way  nnd  »o  mnrkod, 
it  would  have  served  Its  purpobO  and  not 
rai««d  5^  Rtorni  of  protest  from  any  one. 


Cuistodian  Vmeotn't  Tomb 

A  movement  ia'now  on  foot  to'biiild  a 
suitable  memcrial  to  this  modest  woman, 
the  mother  of  one  of  the  g-reatest  men  of 
history.  Tho  original  plan  called  for  a 
fund  of  over  a  niillicn  dollarn. 

fiuosts  at  Lincoln's  Tomb  toll  of  their 
vksit  to  tho  tomb  of  Nancy  Hnnka  Lincoln 
and  praise  the  liberality  of  Mr.  Hall  of 
Munsey,  Indiana,  who  is  furnishing  funds-., 
to  appropriately  landscape  the  hiatpric  v 

spot."  ;^'t  ■  '      •  ;'  i  1^?^' 

Quite  a  few'  have  said  that -they  ia'W.v 
the  large  monument,  and  supposed  it  was 
at  the  actual  siave,  but  found  out  later 
that  it  was  fully  a  block  away. 

When  the  improvement  is  completed, 
and  if  the  Culver  stone  is  used,  a  bronze 
tablet  should  tell  how  far  it  is  from  the 
actual  grave.  This  will  make  a  job  for 
Dr.  Louia  A.  Warren  of  Ft.  Wayne. 

ThrouRh  tho  acquaintance  of  A.  B. 
Thielcns,  who  waii  many  yeai.4  a  factor 
In  the  Stud«baker  Corporatior;  and  at  tho 
time  of  his  death  Vice  President,  the 
writer  has  been  able  to  ret  the  greater 
part  of  a  -collection  consisting  of  two 
books  twenty  feet  lonK  each,  and  made 
up  of  over  sixty  items  pertnininp  to  the 
StudebakerF,  and  incidentally  telling  of 
their  roniioctlon  with  Lincoln. 

A.  B.  ThUden.-i  niarried  a  dauffhtpr  of 
ilie  lalv)  Hirnm  1>.  Wuffner,  biuiker,  Civil 
War  veteran,  and  iVlayor  of  Hinckley,  Do- 
Kalb  county,  III.,  and  waS  a  personal 
friend  of  the  writer. 

When  stable  conditions  arc  fully  ro- 
ritoitd  It  Iff  to  bp  liopwd  thMt  conttlbiitlonw 
will  como  In  for  tho  coniitructlon  of  tM« 
proposed  In.liann  memorial.  It's  popslble 
that  the  Studebakers  will  place  th«  Lin- 
coln carriage  there  as  an  additional;  at- 
traction.  •  "■■  '  -    :,'  ;.  V. 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN'S  OLD  CARRIAGE. 

-The  principal  Studebaker  Exhibits  at  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  are  located  in  the  Transportation 
Building,  to  the  right  of  the  north  main  entrance,  opposite  "The  Pilse."  These  consist  of  Wagons, 
Carriages,  Harnesses,  and  Automobiles,  and  occupy  a  floor  space  of  9,000  square  feet. 


(OVER) 
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ABRAHAM  .  LI  NCOm^C£lS^ei&" 


CARRIAGE  that  is  bound  up  with  one  of  the  saddest  events  m  the  history  of 
the  American  people,  is  now  owned  by  the  Studebaker  Bros.  Mfg.  Co.,  of  South 
Bend  Ind  It  is  the  last  carriage  in  which  President  Lincoln  rode  when  alive. 
It  was  presented  to  Mr.  Lincoln  by  the  merchants  of  New  York  on  his  first 
inauguration,  and  it  carried  him  to  Ford's  Theater  on  the  night  that  the 
assassin's  bullet  severed  the  silver  thread  of  life. 

It  was  purchased  in  1865  by  a  friend  of  the  Lincoln  family  after  the  martyrdom  of  its 
owner,  and  afterward  became  the  property  of  the  Studebakers.  It  was  exhibited  at  the 
World's  Fair  at  Chicago,  and  attracted  as  much  attention  as  any  article  m  the  Fair,  owing 
to  its  historic  interest.  Foreigners  viewed  it  with  much  the  same  veneration  as  those  who 
have  the  right  to  call  Lincoln  fellow-countryman. 

Its  style  is  now  so  nearly  obsolete  that  it  seems  almost  grotesque,  and  its  former  trap- 
pinc^s  of  silk,  plush,  and  leather  are  faded  and  time-stained;  but  interwoven  as  its  history 
is  with  a  man  and  an  epoch  which  liberty-loving  people  will  always  regard  with  transcendent 
interest,  this  queer  old  carriage  has  a  value  beyond  any  of  its  modern  rivals,  however  grand. 
It  is  still  in  a  good  state  of  preservation. 


THE  PRESIDENT'S  CARRIAGES 


The  rubber  tire  situation  has  brought  into  the  news, 
stories  of  horse  and  buggy  days  and  primitive  methods 
of  conveyance.  Possibly  this  interest  may  have  caused 
?he  New  York  Historical  Society  to  feature  in  its  April 
bulletin  the  story  of  "Lincoln's  Purchase  of  a  Coach  To 
fully  appreciate  what  the  purchase  of  this  state  carnage 
meant  to  Lincoln,  it  might  be  well  to  note  briefly  the 
evolution  of  his  way  of  traveling. 

The  primitive  method  of  conveyance  in  Kentucky,  when 
Abraham  Lincoln  was  an  infant,  ^^s  the  saddle  horse. 
As  a  baby  in  his  mother's  arms  he  must  have  first  experi- 
enced this  method  of  transportation  and  later  seated  on 
a  horse  with  his  father  took  his  first  ridmg  lessons.  In 
1815.  the  year  before  the  Lincolns  left  Kentucky  for  Indi- 
ana, Thomas  Lincoln  listed  five  horses  for  taxation,  one 
of  them  a  stallion.  It  is  doubtful  if  there  was  ever  a 
period  while  Abraham  lived  in  his  father's  home  that  he 
Sid  not  have  a  horse  to  ride.  We  know  that  in  Indiana 
he  rode  alone  to  a  mill  when  but  nine  years  old,  as  he 
has  given  us  in  his  own  words  a  reminiscence  of  a  specihc 
occasion. 

The  first  step  in  transportation  by  vehicle  is  observed 
when  we  find  Lincoln  at  twenty-one  years  of  age  driving 
an  ox  cart  helping  to  move  the  Lincoln  family  to  Illinois. 
There  were  also  some  horse-drawn  wagons  m  the  caravan. 
Lincoln  had  need  of  a  horse  of  his  own  when  he  was 
appointed  Deputy  Surveyor  of  Sangamon  County,  Illinois, 
and  had  the  humiliation  to  see  it  sold  from  under  hun 
for  debt,  but  it  was  bid  in  by  a  friend  along  with  the 
saddle  and  bridle,  that  he  might  continue  his  work  un- 
interrupted. 

At  just  what  time  Lincoln  entered  the  ranks  of  the 
horse  and  carriage  gentry  we  are  unable  to  learn.  When 
he  first  went  to  Springfield  in  1837  he  wrote  to  pne  young 
ladv  whom  he  had  invited  to  become  Mrs.  Lincoln,  There 
is  a  great  deal  of  flourishing  about  in  carriages  here, 
which  it  would  be  your  doom  to  see  without  sharing  m  it. 

We  do  know  that  some  time  after  he  began  to  practice 
law  he  did  buy  a  horse  which  he  rode  on  the  circuit,  but 
iust  when  his  horse  and  buggy  days  began  we  are  not 
advised.  That  he  did  eventually  own  a  light  carriage 
we  are  certain,  but  he  is  not  known  to  have  had  but  one 
horse  at  a  time  and  never  did  own  a  fine  carriage  and  a 
span  while  in  Springfield. 

Anthony  Thornton,  one  of  Lincoln's  contemporaries 
on  the  circuit,  gave  this  reminiscence  about  Lincoln  hav- 
ins  "tire  trouble"  on  one  occasion,  "Once  when  he  was 
about  to  start  from  Taylorsville  to  Decatur  the  tires  of 
the  wheels  of  his  buggy  were  so  loose  as  to  be  dangerous, 
he  secured  them  by  wrapping  with  hickory  bark.  A  gooa 
soaking  in  the  river,  however,  when  he  was  not  using  the 
vehicle  would  bring  about  a  more  permanent  result. 

During  the  last  years  of  traveling  the  circuit  it  is  likely 
he  relied  more  often  on  the  stage  coaches  and  trams  Old 
Bob,"  the  family  horse  and  buggy,  was  then  left  at  home 
for  the  boys  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  to  use.  When  Lincoln  was 
elected  to  the  presidency  he  was  still  a  "one  horse  man. 

One  of  the  more  troublesome  of  the  minor  problems 
which  confronted  Abraham  Lincoln  in  making  the  transi- 
tion from  Springfield  to  Washington  was  the  acquisition 
of  vehicles  which  would  be  appropriate  and  with  which 
he  had  had  little  experience.  The  President's  carriages 
were  expected  to  be  in  keeping  with  the  other  trappings 
associated  with  the  White  House  and  a  recent  acquisition 
of  the  New  York  Historical  Society  throws  some  light  on 
the  President's  venture  in  the  carriage  market. 


In  the  New  York  Historical  Society  archives  are  some 
account  books  of  Brewster  and  Company,  carriage  makers. 
In  volume  one  on  page  331,  under  the  date  of  February 
18,  1861,  is  an  entry  which  reads  as  follows:  Sold— *  or 
Hon.  Abram  Lincoln.  One  Elegant  H.  Cloth  Coach. 
*  588.  $1400."  The  H.  is  said  to  have  been  an  abbrevia- 
tion for  "hanuner"  which  would  suggest  that  the  cloth 
used  was  highly  decorative  and  indicated  richness  and 
elegance.  Even  though  Mr.  Lincoln  paid  for  the  coach 
in  three  instalhnents  $1400  was  a  big  price  nevertheless, 
for  a  man  who  had  ridden  in  a  buggy  with  tires  bound 
on  with  hickory  bark. 

On  one  occasion  when  Mrs.  Lincoln  was  out  riding  in 
the  coach  a  small  boy  named  James  Scheel,  ran  in  under 
one  of  the  wheels  and  had  a  leg  broken.  He  teUs  the 
story  in  these  words,  "I  was  a  boy  of  seven  then  and 
was  playing  in  the  street  at  Pennsylvania  Ave.  and  7th 
St.  Mrs.  Lincoln  was  in  the  carriage  with  her  sister, 
Mrs  Helm.  They  stopped  and  took  me  to  a  hospital.  Mrs. 
Lincoln  came  to  see  me  in  the  hospital  several  times  and 
the  President  came  once."  From  Mrs.  Hehns  own  remi- 
niscence of  the  account  we  find  this  report  of  one  of  the 
visits  she  made  with  Mrs.  Lincoln  to  the  hospital,  'We 
called  again  to-day  on  the  little  mvahd  with  toys,  fruit 
and  a  box  of  candj.  He  is  a  brave  little  fellow,  his  ey^ 
glisten  when  he  sees  us  coming  and  he  forgets  he  has  a 
broken  leg  in  his  pleasure  over  his  toys. 

Late  in  life  Scheel  was  living  in  Oak  Park,  Illinois, 
when  he  again,  to  use  figurative  language,  ran  into  th^ 
old  coach.  It  had  found  a  place  in  the  collection  of  Lin- 
coln curios  at  Chicago  Historical  Society  and  Scheel  learn- 
ing of  its  presence  there  visited  the  Historical  Society 
and  upon  >^iewing  the  old  coach  said,  "That's  it!  And 
that's  the  wheel  that  ran  over  me— the  right  hmd  wheel 

and  it  broke  my  leg."  ^  

nBut  the  coach  was^n'ot  thT  only' cariage  that  ^'^^^  Lin-P 
coins  owned.   They  were  presented  with  a  luxurious  open 
barouche.    It  was  built  by  Wood  Brothers  and  was  the? 
i  ffift  of  a  group  of  New  York  citizens.  It  was  this  carriage 
'  which  was  used  by  Lincoln  on  the  night  of  h}?,  assassina- 
;  tion    On  May  11,  while  the  Lincolns  were  still  m  Wash- 
'inSon  it  was^sold  by  the  family  to  Dr.  F.  B.  Brewer  of 
Westfield,  New  York,  an  intunate  friend.   A  copy  of  the 
ibill  of  sale,  signed  by  Robert  Lincoln,  follows: 
I  "Washington,  D.  C,  May  11,  1865.  | 

!     "Reed,  of  Col.  E.  R.  Goodrich,  Mil.  St.,  Agt.  of  N  Y.,  ■ 
?,one  thousand  ($1000)  dollars  in  payment  of  open  Bar- 
Uuche  with  one  set  of  double  harness,  the  property  of 
!  the  late  President  of  the  United  States,  Abraham  Lincoln, 

being  purchased  by  Dr.  F.  B.  Brewer  of  Westfield,  N.  Y.- 
i  "Robert  T.  Lincoln"  1 

In  1892  the  barouche  was  acquired  by  the  Studebaker 
;  Brothers  of  South  Bend,  Indiana,  and  added  to  their 
.  extensive  collection  of  historic  vehicles    It  was  on  exhi- 
bition  at  the  Columbian  Exposition  and  facsimilies  of  it 
;  have  often  been  displayed.  _ 
^    Little  space  is  left  to  say  very  much  about  the  horses 
which  drew  the  vehicles.   A  newspaper  clipping,  dated  in 
1888  states:  "When  President  Lincoln  became  a  resident 
of  the  White  House  there  was  purchased  for  him  in  cen- 
tral New  York,  a  pair  of  very  stylish  black  carnage 
horses,  the  reputed  price  being  $3000.    Mr.  Lincoln  did 
not  possess  the  provincial  southern  love  for  good  horses 
and  was  an  indifferent  judge  of  them     The  black  team 
was  of  the  tough  Morgan  breed  and  lasted  him  as  long 
as  he  lived." 


a  , 
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dvU^O.  .W^e/  ^^^^^  '^±'  "^^'^ 


WILLIAM 
UiRtcIon  ru 


C  HREDOE 

a  I  I  (     B  t  L  *  T  I  ^  N  S 


Mr.  T.   Sutton  Jett 
Regional  Director 
United  States  Department 

of   the  Interior 
National  Park  Service 
National  Capital  Region.. 
1 100  Ohio  Drive,  S,W» 
Washington,   D,C,  20242 

Dear  Si  r  r  , 


CORPORATION 


September  29,  1967 


I   have  from  Mr,   Burlingnme  your   r^    ont    letter  con- 
cerning the  Liner  In  L'ludati  which  >  ts  among  the 
Studebaker  veh 1 c I es  presented  to     he  city  of  South 
Bend   in  June  of    196f»  as  the  nucl'    s  of   a  transporta- 
tion   TnUSOUBt,  ,'  ,.,  ■ 


Aa  you  can  appreciate,    it  would 
for.  us   to   suggest   eventual    di  ep 
of    this   CO  11 Got ion   since  we  ha\ 
our  home  community,   with  the  e> , 
ill  turn  would   not   scatter  it 
single  pieces. 


G   most  difficult 
•.  ition  of    any  part 

p  resented   it  to 
ress    hope    that  they 
dispose  of   it  in 


I. suggest   that   you  write   directly   to   Major  Lloyd 
Allen,    who   has   a   strong   perK^nal    interest    in  this 
project,    and  make   the  Ford  Theatre   donation  sug- 
gestion to  him,  .'■ij.  y  ■  :;r-'-' 


WCD:dm      '  ' 


Sincerely, 


Wl ] 11  am  C.  Dredge 


1 3  4  toijTH  MAIN  ST Mt.  1  f  •  f.ou  ni  nr. s c   i nd  a  •, a  .luiU  '  •  a  n r  *      »  .'O  i  r  i  n 


»ion.  Lloyri  Mloii 

of  South  iscial 
Lity  Ijail 

Soutii  4i«8ici,  IriAiam  ■■^■1"  ■ 

Dear  Nlnyor  Alien: 

ifie  Natiomi  Parii  Service  is  tiow  rest«>rinii  Fcml's  Tiiaatre, 
WasliingUsi),,  D.  C,  sccatj  of  tiye  assassiimtion  of  Abraiiam 
Lincoln.    Work  is  woll  .i^ong  tiffid  w«  exj;<»ct  to  i»uv©  tho 
de-llcation  f?Tul  ofcmisi^  ei;riy  iij  iSoS.         i  afuTidslilng  tlie 
t:^tre  vfo  will  recreate  ti:ie  »c«r4©  as  it  apjieaxed  in  i\pril 
l^tS,    iieneath  tm?  asaif.  fi.jt.!r  a  x\m  Liiicoli.  .-Jus^a  wiil 
be  devoted  oiitlreiy  to  the  life  of  iVbratsam  LisiColA,  {.articu- 
lar iy  tiKJSct  evGUts  i>ertairdng  to  nis  lifo  in  wasikiii^ton, 
Lixscoin  tli*}  ioax},  tue  statessi.'U'i,        the  f^rcsiaent  will  be 
iilustratev  \v/  objects  imd  uocu:^^e^^s  directly  coimecteU 
witi-i  \um  rJi*..  ^t'u        faiv^ful  t'ViKtit  of  A.]>tU  14.  1««>3, 

This  restoration  ojuU  mseusa  will  l;e  >i  hijjh  p<»int  cac.h  )fiar 
for  thousa'Dcb  of  visitors  tc.  hHC^iiiiigtor,  ami  a  center  for 
uiijcoln  sci jolars  ar.d  Ei-tOi^w  KishiJig  to  stuay  the  life  of 
Lincaiii.    A  crowiijjg  e>^!ibit  in  this  :;a>(Kevj&  woulc;  1>«  t;U3 
LiiKolu  Lojulau  wi-iicii  cajTicM.  i.ijKoln  tx)  Cue  tiicatrc;  that 
idiiht.    l>.e  sl2.c  of  tiK.  tixhii^it  rwf4  wo*.a'J  ^jerwit  Uac 
carriage  to  be  disjiiayeii  in  such  a  if^iTier  tmt  it  w?:wia  * 
idgiili^ht  tae  coiicction, 

lis  have  hem  advisexi  by  Mr.  K'i.Ui^o  C.  Lftedge       contact  ymj 
regardiitg  tl-c  possibility  of  obtjjiair<i?  this  vehicle  for  tlie 
Liiicoln  Must5Uf-i  iii  Fork's  'iliftatre*    ifte  cniraestiy  request  )'Cftir 
assiataiicc  in  socuriru;  tsds  ite.T*  for  this  iqxjrtsint  Cfitloavor. 


Ite  X^irn*  that  tb«^*'*?SSl2S^^tfcr«m^  Sttlio  theatw. 
foaffous  gift* 


(Sga.>  T.  Sutton  3ett 


Files 

OXtorlstjT  10/4/67 


!N  REPLY  REFER  TO: 


D62I5-OID 


UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

5502  PORT  ROYAL  ROAD 
SPRINGFIELD,   VIRGINIA  22151 

October  19,  19^7 


Eon.  E.  Ross  Adair 

HouBe  of  Representatives     ,  •  /      '  ;    .  '    •  •i  ..  ■   

Washlogtoa;,  D.  C.    v'  ^■.,i^  ^r-ii^' }';:  '; 'V  V 

Dear  Mr.  Adair:  '1'' ;r'''''/^  ;;^  vUir^'f'; -j     /;  ^ 

I  appreciated  Tim  Westbay's  introduction  of  oxir  problem. 
Tna  success  of  the  Lincoln  I-taseum  would  be  assured  should 
it       possible  to  place  this  item  on  exhibit,  '  j! 
■         •  Sincerely  yom-a,  ••„•; 


Rijssell  J.  Hendrickson 

Chief ,  Eastern  Museian  Laboratory 

Branch  of  Museum  Development 


Enclosure  '  ,     :  ,■ 


E.  ROSS  ADAIR 
4th  District,  Indiai<a 
2263  Rayburn  Building 

COMMITTEES: 
Foreign  Affairs 
Veterans'  Affairs 
Ranking  Minority  Member 


tm^vm  of  t\)t  Winittt  States! 

||ou2ie  of  Eepresientatiijes; 

iaaas!i)ington,  B.C.  20515 

October  30,  1967 


administrative  ASSISTANT: 
RICHARD  C.  PRICKETT 

FORT  WAYNE  OFFICE: 
MRS.  LOUISE  HILLS 
1700  LINCOLN  TOWER 
PHONE:  743-9708 

ELKHART  COUNTY  OFFICE: 
ARDEN  BRATTON 
PHONE:  264-1093 
R.R.  S,  ELKHART,  INDIAMA 


im 


REC'D' 


f  • 


A  mi 


Office?  of  A.  C.  STEERS 


f4r.  Allen  Steere  •■ 
LINCOLN  imTIOmL  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 
1301  South  Harrison 
Fort  V/ayne,  Indiana  U6802 

Dear  Allen: 

In  regard  to  your  continuing  interest  in  the  development 
of  the  Ford  Theater  here  in  Washington,  I  wanted  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  attached  correspondence  I  received. 

Russell  J.  Hendrickson  is  working  with  the  National  Park 
Service  in  the  Restoration  of  the  Theater  and  the  Nation-wide 
effort  which  is  being  made  to  assemble  some  of  Lincoln  s 
personal  possessions. 

He  found  out  about  the  carriage  which  is  in  South  Bend, 
Indiana  and  advised  me  that  he  had  written  to  the  Mayor  there 
asking  if  it  would  be  possible  to  obtain  this  carriage  for 
the  museum.    I  thought  you  would  want  to  know  about  this  and 
perhaps  join  with  him  in  obtaining  the  approval  of  the  Mayor 
to  include  the  carriage  in  the  exhibit. 

I  have  delayed  writing  to  the  Mayor  about  this  matter 
until  I  had  the  opportunity  of  presenting  this  information 
to  you.    Of  course,  I  would  be  glad  to  do  so,  but,  first, 
I  wanted  to  have  your  thinking  and  to  let  you  know  about 
the  steps  which  had  been  taken  up  to  this  point. 


With  kind  regards. 


Very  sinq^rely  yoxirs. 


E.  ROSS  ADAIR 
Member  of  Congress 


ERA:pe 


Enclosure 


The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wa>'ne,  Indiana 

GKHALr>  McMUBTHY 

Novmber  1,  1967 


Mr.  Allen  Steere,  Vice  President 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Cxittpany 

1301  South  HarrisOT 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  46801 

Dear  Allen: 

I  have  read  with  interest  the  letter  addressed  to  you  by  the  Hon.  E. 
Ross  Adair  along  with  the  other  (Correspondence  relative  to  the  car- 
riage which  was  used  by  President  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  on  the  night  of  his 
assassination. 

I  have  done  some  research  on  this  carriage  and  I  have  discovered  that 
the  Studebaker  Brothers  of  South  Bend,  Indiana,  purchased  it  in  1892. 
It  has  often  been  exhibited  in  Springfield,  Illinois  and  at  large  ex- 
positions. 

While  the  Studebaker  Conpany  deser/es  a  lot  of  credit  for  preservii^ 
this  historic  relic  (presented  to  the  City  of  South  Bend  in  June  1966 
as  the  nucleus  of  a  transportation  museim) ,  it  is  in  reality  a  national 
treasure  and  should  be  exhibited  permanently  in  the  new  mseum  of  the 
restored  Ford's  Theatre. 

By  exhibiting  the  carriage  in  Washington.  D.  C.  himdreds  of  thousands 
of  people  will  have  the  opportunity  to  view  it  -  far  exceeding  the 
mmber  of  people  \iho  have  or  will  see  it  in  South  Bend. 

The  presentation  of  this  carriage  to  the  government  is  actually  an 
obligation  which  the  City  of  South  Bend  should  recognize  as  a  duty  to 
the  people  of  this  nation.    I  have  the  same  strong  feelings  about  tiie 
rocking  chair  in  which  Lincoln  was  seated  at  the  time  of  his  assassination. 
It  is  now  owned  by  the  Henry  Ford  Museum  at  Dearborn,  Michigan. 

I  enclose  some  informatiOTi  about  the  origin  of  the  carriage  and  its 
history  up  to  its  purchase  by  the  Studebaker  Brothers  in  1892. 

Yours  sincerely. 


R.  Gerald  McMirtry 

TiflA/rmnrr 


Hoveiiber  2,  19^7  :■ 


Hon  9  E.  Boss '  Mair 
House  of  Be] 
2263  EaytsuTO  Biiilding 
WasMngton,  B,  C.  20515 


¥©  acknowledge  vlth  thanks  receipt , of  your  letter 
of  October  30  with  enclosures »       ;  :\  ■^■v, 

We  have  sitonltted  this  nmterial  to  Dr.  R,  Gerald 
McMurtry,  DiTOctor  of  The  Mnccln  Life  Foimdation, 
BTid  ¥e  enclose  a  letter  which  we  have  received 
f rem  Ma  togetlusr  ¥ith  soma  descriptive  material 
about  the  origin  of  the  carriage  and  its  history* 

Bo  yc'u  think  that  John  Brademas  vonLd  he  willing 
to  .join  with  yoTi  in  bringing  tliia  ssatter  to  the 
attention  of  the;  appropriate  officials  of  the  City 
of  South  Pead? 


We  have  no  political  contacts  in  that  area  other  than 
HiehaM  Bodiae  vlio  lives  at  Mlohawa'tej,  hut  ve  could 
cont^iet  scmeone  at  Associates  Investment  Co.  aa  could 

you.  ■   V>._;t.„,.V;        -'.v.;:- :^  ■  ,•  ■  ■  'Vi, 


With  personal  good  vishes, 


AC0jbh 
Enc« 


Sincerely,' 


Vice  Preeident 


The  Lincoln  National  Life 

INSURANCE  COMPANY 


HOME  OFFICE 
FORT  WAYNE,  INDIANA 


TO 


Inter-Office  Correspondence 


Mr.  Steere 


DATE    IJo'/ember  9,  I'jCj 

I 

FROM    H.  F.  Rood 


SUBJECT 


The  enclosed  correspondence  is  interesting. 


As  I  proToably  mentioned  to  you,  I  was  approached  in  Bloomington  as 
to  whether  we  shouldn't  move  the  Lincoln  Museiiia  to  Indiana  University 
so  that  it  could  be  seen  "by  more  people.    I  think  my  reaction  was  the 
same  as  yours  and  Dr.  McMurtry's  would  "be^  and  perhaps  the  same  as 
South  Bend  and  the  Ford  Museum  would  have. 


HFR/ga 
end. 


Henry  F.  Rood 


FORM  8700 


Archives 
Searching 
For  Home 

By  J.M.DOYLE 

SOUTH  BEND  (AP) 
—  The  city  fathers  of 
South  Bend  are  looking 
for  a  place  to  store  and 
display  250,000  old 
photos,  70  tons  of  docu- 
ments and  nearly  50 
historic  vehicles  —  in- 
cluding Abraham  Lin- 
coln's carriage. 

It's  all  part  of  the  de* 
funct  Studebaker  auto- 
mobile company's  ar- 
chives and  historic 
vehicle  collection  — 
and  it  needs  a  perma- 
nent home. 

Before  South  Bend 
was  known  as  the  home 
of  the  University  of 
Notre  Dame  and  its 
legendary  football 
teams,  the  northern  In- 
diana city  was  cor- 
porate headquarters  of 
Studebaker  Brothers, 
makers  of  carriages  and 
automobiles  since  the 
1850s. 

"Studebaker  was  the 
only  company  that 
made  the  transition 
successfully  from  carri- 
ages to  automobiles," 
said  Gust  Saros,  of  the 
city's  Discovery  Hall 
industrial  museum. 


The  museum  is  pre- 
paring an  exhibit  which 
will  contain  18  vehicles 
from  the  Studebaker 
collection,  ranging 
from  a  Conestoga 
wagon  to  some  late 
model  cars. 

But  there  isn't 
enough  room  for  all  the 
cars,  wagons  and  carri- 
ages, not  to  mention 
the  tons  of  documents 
in  the  Studebaker  ar- 
chives. 

"The  city  does  have  a 
commitment  to  sup- 
port the  collection," 
said  Saros  "but  it's  the 
kind  of  thing  the  city 
cannot  do  alone." 

To  that  end.  Mayor 
Roger  O.  Parent  has 
appointed  a  committee 
to  establish  a  perma- 
nent display  and  stor- 
age facility  for  the  col- 
lection. I 

"This  cannot  be  the 
job  of  city  government 
alone,"  Parent  said. 


PUNCH /Wkd!  □  South  Bend  Tribune  □  Thursday,  March  5,  1992  □  D5 
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Conserving  Lincoln's  last  ride 

A  man's  historic  appreciation  leads  to  a  career  in  conservation 
By  Jason  Scott,  Sentinel  Reporter  January  31,  2008 

,t  was  National  Public  Radio  that  eventually  led  Brian  Howard  to  President  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Howard  was  on  his  way  home  one  day,  fired  from  a  building  job.  when  he  tuned  in  to  an 
NPR  interview  with  an  art  conservator. 

a  degree  in  art  history. 

"I  liked  working  with  my  hands,  and  drawing  and  painting,"  he  says. 

Associates  in  North  Middleton. 
artifacts  and  collections. 

After  the  state  job  ended,  he  decided  to  go  full  time  and  expand  his  company,  which  now 
employs  five  full-time  and  three  part-time  people. 

The  move  worked  out  well,  because  they  were  already  inundat^^  with  requests  from 
institutions  with  limited  or  no  conservation  professionals  on  staff. 


Page  1  of  2 
CwiserYatimLVS^j:est^^ 

Restoration  of  art  and  cultural  property,  as 
traditionally  practiced,  focuses  upon  returning  an 
object  or  work  of  art  to  its  original  state  —  an 
assumed  condition  or  an  earlier  appearance  — 
with  little  regard  to  historic  changes  and/or  the 
loss  of  data  and  original  materials,  accordmg  to 
the  American  Institute  for  Conservation. 

However,  in  the  past  40  years,  the  restoration 
of  art  and  cultural  and  historical  artifacts  has 
evolved  and  developed  into  the  profession  of 
conservation.     Art     conservation     is  an 
interdisciplinary  approach  which  incorporates 
art,  scientific  analysis,  art  history  and  material 
science  to  stabilize  and  preserve  artifacts  as 
found  and  prevent  additional  deterioration.  This 
is  accomplished  by  the  selection  of  methods  and 
materials  that,  to  the  best  of  current  knowledge, 
do  not  adversely  affect  the  historic  or  artistic 
objects'  original  materials  or  impede  future 
examination,  scientific  examination,  treatment  or 
function. 

Conservation  activities  include  examination, 
documentation,  preservation  and  at  times, 
restoration. 


.  Examination  is  the  study  of  the  structural 
ability,  materials  used  in  an  object's  construction 
or  fabrication. 

.  Documentation  is  the  written  and 
photographic  records  of  information  discovered 
or  techniques  used  during  treatment. 

.  Treatment  includes  direct  and  deliberate 
efforts  required  to  stabilize  an  object's  condition 
to  -'prolong  its  existence,"  according  to  the 
American  Institute  of  Conservation  code  ot 
ethics. 

.  Stabilization  measures  are  employed  to  slow 
active  deterioration  and  ultimate  loss  of  an 
artifact  or  artifact  component. 

.  The  restoration  procedure  may  be  required  to 
repair  damages  and  losses  with  the  intent  to 
return  the  object  to  its  original  state  ot  an  earlier 
appearance. 


..escopecn.ep.o)e.s.a.a,soaa.ance.™^^ 
Howalna.o_o,.s.e3.-son.aeaenHow3.anaTc.vBaK.nspe.^ 

for  Studebaker  National  Museum  in  South  Bend,  ina.  ^ 
Howa.savs.-.sanoppo.u„,.,op.ese™eapano,our«.^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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The  goal  of  the  Lincoln  project,  which  wrapped  up  on  Wednesday,  was  to  present  to  the  public  the  original  surfaces  of  the  carriage  as 
Lincoln  saw  them  on  April  14,  1865,  in  Washington,  D.C. 

"When  a  person  sees  the  object,  I  don't  want  them  to  see  my  work.  I  want  them  to  see  the  onginal,"  Howard  says  "If  I  repainted  it,  it 
wouldn't  be  what  Lincoln  saw." 

The  nation's  16th  president  received  the  open  barouche  carriage  at  his  second  inauguration.  It  was  built  by  Wood  Brothers  in  New  York  City 
in  1864,  equipped  with  steps  connected  to  the  doors  so  they  lowered  and  rose  as  the  doors  opened  and  closed. 

"It  was  said  to  be  Mrs.  Lincoln's  favorite  vehicle,"  Howard  explains. 

Studebaker  purchased  the  carriage  in  1 889  from  F.B.  Brewer  of  New  York,  who  had  acquired  it  from  Robert  Lincoln,  the  president's  son, 
shortly  after  his  father's  assassination. 

"It  was  in  very  rough  shape.  The  second  owner  drove  it  really  hard,"  Howard  says. 

The  Lincoln  carriage  was  one  of  the  first  items  entered  into  the  Studebaker  Corporation's  historic  vehicles  collection  and  today  remains 
one  of  the  most  treasured  pieces  in  the  Studebaker  National  Museum. 

The  process  of  conservation,  which  is  different  than  restoration  (see  related  story),  can  be  very  tedious. 

When  the  Lincoln  carriage  arnved  in  Carlisle,  a  fair  amount  of  work  was  needed  to  bring  it  back  to  the  1 865  look.  The  leather  covering  the 
dash  and  fenders  had  severely  deteriorated,  there  were  split  body  panels  and  areas  of  actively  flaking  paint. 

B  R  Howard  worked  to  consolidate  the  lifting  paint,  filled  and  stabilized  the  panels,  repaired  splits  in  the  interior,  secured  and  stabilized  the 
right  door  hinges  and  folding  step  mechanism  and  revealed  sections  of  the  onginal  paint  on  the  vehicle. 

The  staff  conducted  testing  on  the  carriage's  body  panels  and  found  through  microscopic  cross-sections  that  the  body  was  once  a  dark 
shade  of  green,  though  it  had  been  painted  black  over  the  period  of  time  Studebaker  owned  it. 

Studebaker  had  removed  the  interior  and  recovered  the  top  of  the  carriage  during  an  early  1900s  restoration,  according  to  Howard. 

From  an  e-mail  tip  regarding  the  carnage's  original  appearance,  the  conservators  also  uncovered  Lincoln's  monogram  on  the  doors. 

"We  didn't  know  the  monogram  was  there,"  Howard  says.  "We  based  our  search  initially  upon  a  story  that  had  been  fonwarded  about  it  being 
gold." 

The  difficulty  was  getting  down  through  the  multiple  layers  of  paint  and  varnish  over  the  monogram  without  dissolving  it,  he  explains. 
"We  could  see  the  gold  and  remnants  of  green  paint,  but  a  lot  of  detail  had  been  lost  prior  to  having  been  repainted,"  Howard  says. 
Once  they  uncovered  the  "A.L."  monogram,  they  painted  the  area  and  added  a  synthetic  varnish  on  the  doors. 

"All  the  work  I  am  doing  is  on  top  of  the  original  surface.  All  the  materials  we  use  are  reversible,"  he  says.  'They  can  be  removed  without 
damaging  the  original,  which  is  one  of  the  Teal  distinct  aspects  of  conservation.  It  still  has  a  sense  of  age  and  doesn't  look  painted  or  brand 


new. 


B  R  Howard  is  one  of  only  two  companies  in  the  country  that  conserves  vehicles.  It  also  works  on  projects  that  include  historic  furniture 
ethnographic  collections,  scientific  instruments,  paintings,  historic  documents,  industrial  artifacts,  sculptures  and  archaeological  matenals. 

Studebaker,  in  cooperation  with  the  Indiana  Historical  Society,  plans  to  unveil  the  carriage  in  correlation  with  its  three-part  exhibit,  "The 
Faces  of  Lincoln,"  set  to  run  from  Lincoln's  birthday  on  Feb.  8  until  March  9. 

This  event  will  mark  the  beginning  of  a  three-year  bicentennial  celebration  of  Lincoln's  birth.  The  exhibit  will  comprise  holdings  from  the  Jack 
Smith  and  Daniel  R.  Weinberg  Lincoln  collections  and  chronicles  Lincoln  from  his  early  years  to  his  assassination  and  the  attermath. 

For  more  information  about  the  museum,  visit  studebakermuseum.org. 


http://www.cumberlink.com/articles/2008/02/01/news/news255.prt 
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President  Lincoln*  s  state  Carriage  owned  and  used  "by  him  the  ni^t 
of  his  assassination  in  Washington,  D.  C. ,  April  14,  1865.  Now 
owned  hy  Studehaker  Bros.  Mfg.  Co.,  South  Bend,  Ind. 

This  carriage  was  purchased  and  presented  to  President  Atr  aham 
Lincoln  by  the  citizens  of  New  York  City,  following  is  a 

copy  of  the  original  bill  of  sale,  showing  the  original  transfer 
of  this  carriage  from  the  Lincoln  family  to  Dr.  I,  B.  Brewer  of 
Westfield.  Hew  York.    Mr.  Brewer  being  an  intimate  friend  of  the 
Lincoln  family. 

Washington,  D.  0.    May  11,  1865 

Heed  of  Col.  E.  R.  Goodrich,  Mil.  St.,  Agt.  of  N.Y,  one 
thousand  ($1000)  dollars  in  payment  of  open  Barouche  with  one 
set  of  double  harness,  the  property  of  the  late  President  of 
the  United  States,  A-braham  Lincoln,  being  purhcased  by  Dr.  F.  B. 
Brewer  of  Westfield,  IT.  Y. 

Robert  T.  Lincoln 


Relics  Connected  with  Lincoln's  Assassination 


President  Lincoln*  s  state  Carriage  owned  and  used      him  the  ni^t 
of  Ms  assassination  in  Washington,  D.  C. ,  April  14,  1965.  How 
owned  "by  Studebaker  Bros.  Mfg.  Co.,  South  Bend,  Ind. 

This  carriage  was  purchased  and  presented  to  President  Abr  aham 
Lincoln  by  the  citizens  of  New  York  City,  following  is  a 

copy  of  the  original  bill  of  sale,  showing  the  original  transfer 
of  this  carriage  from  the  Lincoln  family  to  Dr.  F.  B.  Brewer  of 
Westfield,  Hew  York.    Mr.  Brewer  being  an  intimate  friend  of  the 
Lincoln  family. 

Washington.  D.  C.    May  11,  1865 

Reed  of  Col.  E.  R.  Goodrich,  Mil.  St.,  Agt.  of  N.Y,  one 
thousand  ($1000)  dollars  in  payment  of  open  Barouche  with  one 
set  of  double  harness,  the  property  of  the  late  President  of 
the  United  States,  A^jraham  Lincoln,  being  purhcased  by  Dy.  F.  B. 
Brewer  of  Westfield,  IT.  Y. 

Robert  T.  Lincoln 


0      ^  i 


ics  Connected  with  Lincoln's  Assassination 


< 


.  -    •  ;  •       --•  V--'-.-  Tw^-T  -^is^ 

Carriage  of  the  Great  Emancipator  ,       .  '       '~' .  'f-i'-''r~  j^Ary%'^^>i!. 


.--  .  TMs^was  the  carriage  in  "which,  on  April  I4,  . I865, V^'r^iC^i^'r^^^ 
President  Abraham  Lincoln  rode  :to  Ford 's  Theater  , in  - Washi^^ 


-  to'  see  the  play  "0"ur  .American  .Cousin."     It  was  the  .carriage 
•         .  ■  •      -which  took  the an  who  saved  the  Union  for,  his  last,  ride — .izZ'^^i 
^    -for  on  that  same  night  he  was  assassinated  by  John  Wilkes "Boo the 
■  -    '■        -  ' Upon  Lincoln '  s  death,   the  carriage  remained  a- part  of  '=->i',i^ 

.  's  ■       --the  martyred  president's  estate,  but  in.1890  Clem  Studebaker,/^,^- 
■..    then  president  of  the  Studebaker  Broso  Manufacturing  Company^^V 
.    purchased  it  for  display  in  the  Studebaker  showroOTi ■■  on  ■;. •  •• 
..     -'   ■  .-^  "    Chicago's  Michigan  ^boulevard. There  it  stood  on  exhibit  for 

'      -many  months.     It .  was  given  a  prominent  position .  at  the  Chicago  -'l; 
.     ..World's  Fair  in  l893>   then  brought  to  South  Bend  where,   except^' 1": 
^  '    .        "for  -frequent  tours  to  expositions  and  fairs  throughout  the^^^/^-^r^,. 

•  . ;'v country,   it  has  remained  ^ver  since.        "-^-J.  "  -    -    ■  .--^  -'-V'Tt 

-:  ■        -  r-  "  The  carriage^  was  the  second  famous  vehicle  to -  join  the 
■ -' .  '    .■  •  '.Studebaker  collection,   ajid  was  ihe  firs t^f  three  presidential  v'; 
^  -  ,   .   ^    equipages  which  Studebaker  acquired  for"  display  in  -its  muse  urn. 


LINCOLN  CARRIAGE 
Chicago  Sunday  Herald,   Oct.  5,  I89O. 


Carriage  presented  to  Lincoln  "by  the  merchants  of  New  York 
shortly  before  his  second  inauguration.  At  this  time  (Oct*  5> 
1890),  It  was  exhibited  in  the  Studebaker  repository  in  Chicago, 
and  the  newspaper  writer  had  Just  examined  it  with  great  interest. 

Clement  Studebaker  purchased  the  carriage  on  Aug,  20, 
1890,  according  to  this  newspaper  report,  and  here  are  the  events 
leading  up  to  its  purchase: 

In  the  summer  of  I889,  while  Clem  Studebaker  was  traveling 
through  the  state  of  New  York,  he  met  Dr.  F.B.  Brewer,  of  West- 
field,  N.Y.     During  the  conversation.  Brewer  mentioned  that  he 
had  bought  Lincoln's  carriage  shortly  after  the  President's 
assassination  from  Lincoln's  son,  Robert  T.  Lincoln.     The  Lincoln 
family,   after  the  president's  death,  decided  to  leave  Washington 
and  among  the  effects  sold,  was  the  carriage.     Col.  E".R.  Goodrich, 
military  state  agent  of  New  York,  upon  the  recommendation  of 
Mr,  Brewer,  purchased  the  carrriagegj  and  was  given  the  following 
receipt  by  Robert  T.  Lincoln:  '    .  ■ 

'       '  .  "May  11,  I865. 

Received  of  Colonel  E.R.  Goodrich,  military  state 
agent  of  New  York,  $1,000  in  payment  of  open  barouche 
with  one  set  of  double  harness,   the  property  of  the 
late  President  of  the  United  States,  Abraham  Lincoln, 
being  purchased  by  Dr.  F.B.  Brewer,   of  Westfleld, 
N.Y.     (Signed)  ROBERT  T.  LINCOLN." 

Dr.  Brewer  wrote  at  the  bottom  of  the  receipt:  '^I  was 

connected  with  this  department  of  the  service  at  the  time  of 

the  purchase,^ and  left  the  trade  to  be  closed  by  Colonel  Goodrich." 


Lincoln  Carriage 


Clem  Studebaker  bought  the  carriage  from  Mr.  Brewer  and 
had  It  shipped  to  Chicago.     It  arrived  there  in  good  order  in 
August,   1890,  where  it  was  Immediately  placed  on  exhibit  on 
the  second  floor  of  the  Studebaker  Michigan  avenue  repository. 

The  wpj^er  states  that  it  was  Studebaker's  intention  to 
display  it  at  the  World's  Pair  in  I893. 

The  barouche  is  described  as  a  s Ix- spring -iMMMBa  barouche, 
the  body  of  the  old  style  canoe  shape,  with  skeleton  driver's 
seat  and  booto     It  has  self-acting  folding  steps,  worked  by 
the  opening  and  shutting  of  its  doors.     It  has  mail  axles. 
The  trimmings  are  of  green  tabaret  and  figured  silk  broad  lace. 
The  driver's  seat  is  of  black  leather.     The  mountings  are  of 
solid  silver.   Including  lamps,  door  handles,   top  prop  nuts  and 
hub  caps.     The  inside  mountings  are  of  Ivory  and  silver.  The 
monograms  "A.L."  appear  on  the  doors  in  gold  paint.     The  main 
panels  of  the  body  are  painted  In  dark  umber,  with  black  moldings 
and  boot.     Grearing,  dark  green,   striped,  half-inch  line  ^MMBSi' 
umber,   cut  in  center  with  one  quarter  line  white. 


THE  LINCOIJ?  CARRL4(S 


The  carriage  formerly  <^ned  by  Abrahsm  Lincoln  and  irtiich  for  sany 
years  has  bean  a  display  piece  in  the  SBsem  of  The  Studebaker  Ccarporation 
-sras  pras^ted  to  Lincoln  by  a  gro^  of  Eew  Icark  sarchants  shortly  before  his 
second  inauguration. 

The  vehicle  is  of  especial  interest  because  it  was  the  one  in  which 
Lincoln  rode  to  Ford's  theater  in  Washington,  D.  C,  on  the  night  of  his  ass- 
assination in  136^, 

After  Lincoln's  death,  the  carriage,  along  with  a  double  harness 

set,  was  purchasai  by  Colonel  E.  E.  Goodrich,  Eilitary  state  agent  of  Sew  York, 

for  $1,000  frcHB  Robert  T.  Lincoln,  the  sar^rrai  president's  son.  OoodricA, 

however,  was  acting  as  agent  for  a  Dr.  F.  B.  Brewer  of  Westfield,  S.  I.  Date 

♦ 

of  the  sale  was  May  11,  1865. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  receipt  which  Robert  Lincoln  gave  Colonel 
Goodrich  at  the  time  of  the  sale.  Dr.  Brewer,  for  whoa  the  carriage  was  bought, 
later  wrote:    "I  was  cormected  witn  this  department  of  the  service  (Sew  Tortc 
state  department)  at  the  tise  of  the  porcdiase,  and  left  the  trade  to  be  closed 
hy  Colonel  Goodrich.**  * 

The  cani.age  roaained  in  E&r.  Brewer's  possessicm  until  1890.  During 
the  susmer  of  that  year,  Clen  Studebaker,  president  of  vhat  was  then  known  as 
The  Studebaker  Brothers  Manufacturing  Compaiqr  and  who  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  company,  traveled  through  Kew  Tork  state  caa  a  swing  through  the  East. 
During  this  trip  he  net  Dr.  Brewer  who  told  him  of  the  carriage  and  of  its  pur- 
chase b7  him  from  Lincoln's  i8.on  after  the  President's  death.    Clea  Studebaker 
offered  to  buy  the  carriage  for  the  firms'  nrusetai.    The  offer  was  accepted, 
and  in  August,  1890,  the  vehicle  arrived  in  Chicago  where  it  was  displayed  on 
the  second  floor  of  the  Studebaker  carxiage  repository  on  Midiigan  avenue. 


The  rehide  was  displayed  at  the  Chicago  World's  Fair  in  1893,  and 
attracted  thousands  of  visitors.    In  l^OU  it  was  slj^pped  to  St.  Louis  for  dis- 
play at  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Szposition.    Since  that  time  it  has  been  dis- 
played in  aany  other  cities  throughout  the  United  States - 

The  carriage  is  a  six-spring  barouche,  its  body  of  the  "old  style 
canoe  shape,  with  skeleton  driyer's  seat  and  boot."    It  is  equipped  with  self- 
acting  fblding  steps  iSxich  are  operated  by  opening  and  closing  the  doors.  The 
trimings  originally  ware  of  green  tabaret  and  figured  silk  broad  lace.  The 
drlTer*a  seat  is  of  black  leather.    The  mountings  are  of  silver,  including  lasros, 
door  handles,  top  prop  nuts  and  bub  caps.    Inside  mountings  are  of  ivory  and 
silver.    The  aionogra^  "A.  L.*  at  one  tiae  appeared  in  gold  paint  on  the  doors, 
but  the  initials  have  been  practically  obliterated  by  the  years.  "J 


Lincoln  Carriage 

Was  purchased  in  I865  (after  Lincoln's  assassination) 
by  a  friend  of  the    Lincoln  family  after  the  martyrdom 
of  its  owner,  and  afterward  became  the  property  of  the 
Studebakers.     Had  been  presented  to  Lincoln  by  the  merchants 
of  New  York  on  his  first  Inauguration. 

It  was  exhibited  at  the  World's  Pair  at  Chicago,  and 
attracted  as  much  attention  as  any  article  in  the  Pair, 
owing  to  its  historic  Interest.  Foreigners  viewed  it  with 
much  the  same  veneration  as  those  who  have  the  right  to 
call  Lincoln  fellow-countryman. 

"Its  style  is  now  nearly  so  obsolete  that  It  seems 
almost  grotesque,   and  its  former  trappings  of  silk,  plush, 
and  leather  are  faded  and  time-stained;  but  Interwoven  as 
its  history  Is  with  a  man  and  an  epoch  which  liberty-loving 
people  will  always  regard  with  transcendent  Interest,  this 
queer  old  carriage  has  a  value  beyond  any  of  Its  modern 
rivals,  however  grand.     It  is  still  in  a  good  state  of 
preservation." 

Above  information  was  published  on  a  card,  5"  k  6^" 
giving  photo  on  one  side.   Information  on  the  other.  It 


jt^a^-^eXETblted  in  ^90^  at  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition 
where  Studebaker  had  an  exhibit  in  the  Transportation  Buil- 
ding just  to  the"  right  of  the  north  main  entrance.  Studebaker 


products — wagons,  carriages,  harnesses  and  automobiles  covered 
a  floor  space  of  9,000  square  feet  at  the  Exhlbito 


Crowds  are  drawn  daUy  to  the  Kammerllng 
Motor  Co.  to  witness  this  open  barouche,  historic 
state  carriage  which  once  belonged  to  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  used  by  him  the  night  of  liis  assi- 
uation.  The  martyred  president  delighted  in  tak- 


ing airings  in  the  vehicle  which  is  still  in  an  ex- 
cellent state  of  prservation.  It  was  sold  following 
Lincoln's  death  to  Dr.  F.  D.  Brewer,  Westfield,  N. 
Y.,  and  now  belongs  to  the  Studebaker  Brothers 
Manufacturing  company,  South  Bend,  Ind.— Star 
photo. 


JOSErH  CHRISTltN* 

The  Coach  in  which  Lincoln  Took  His  Last  Rkh- 

And  His  Coachman  Joseph  Christian 

Ai-^ve  Picture  WBB  Taken  May  21,  *08-    Th«  Carringe  ic  now  owned  by  Stuclebnkcr  1- 


I 


